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Introduction:  Pierce Ferriter
(c1600)-1653

An article on Pierce Ferriter, written in 1969 by Art Ó Beoláin in the
magazine Comhar, Vol. 28, concludes with a wish that Patrick Dineen’s 1934
edition of the poems be re-printed to enable more people to get to know this
great poet.

Dineen’s first edition of Ferriter’s poems, Dánta Phiarais Feiritéir, came
out in 1903.  The manuscripts from which he worked were in the Royal Irish
Academy.  In the 1903 and 1934 editions he lists other manuscripts, in which
poems by Ferriter were transcribed in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
held in the Franciscan Library in Killarney, the British Museum, Trinity College
Dublin, University College Dublin, and St. Patrick’s College Maynooth.
Dineen’s 1903 edition was their first appearance in print.

Between the 1903 and 1934 editions there are some differences in the
selection of poems (probably because of uncertainty regarding authorship)
and in the wording of some of the poems.  The 1934 edition includes a list of
alternative versions of certain lines, and their manuscript sources.

The present edition includes all those poems which are definitely attributed
to Ferriter by Dineen, and, where alternative readings of some words and
lines of the manuscripts exist, selects what seem likely to the editor to be the
correct versions.

There is a considerable amount of additional information about Ferriter in
the 1934 edition.  His family was Old English;  that is, Norman in origin, and
they were subordinate to the Earls of Desmond (FitzGeralds).  Pierce rose in
the rebellion of 1641 (“rebellion” may be the wrong word;  his side supported
the monarch of the time), leading a body of men from Corca Dhuibhne in the
Dingle peninsula to take part in the capture of Castlemaine from the English
under Thomas Spring.  Ferriter had previously received armaments from the
English who hoped he would take their side.  He then led the successful siege
of the two castles in Tralee which were occupied by the English forces, and
was wounded in the siege, which lasted for most of the year 1642.  When
Ross Castle was captured by the English in 1653 (some years after Cromwell’s
campaign in Ireland), Pierce went to Killarney to make terms.  The terms
were not agreed to, but he was promised safe conduct.  On his way home he
was seized in Castlemaine, brought back to Killarney, and hanged at Fair Hill
(Sheep ill) in Killarney.  (Ferriter’s own military conduct was more honourable;
he gave the surrendering English troops in Tralee safe conduct to other English
garrisons in Ireland.

There are various references to Marbhadh an Dhúna (the slaughter at
the Fort, thought to be a massacre by English soldiers at the Ferriter
stronghold of Dún an Óir.   This was the base for the Geraldine revolt against
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Errata
Page 95, 7th line from end:

"impossible bogs" should read "impassable bogs"

Page 98, line 16,  should read "his wife of eighteen years"
   "      , 9th line from the end, should read "The Emperor Charles V"

Page 107, line 13, "as as able", should read "was as able"

Page 109, 2nd last line, "1717" should read "1617"

Page 112, 12th line from end, "1998" should be "1988"

Page 116, line 21, "centuries" should be "years"
   "        , line 29. "1641" should be "1941)
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