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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF MIKIE DINEEN

Mikie Dineen was born to Michael and Mary
Dineen (nee O’Connor) in the townland of
Cahirbarnagh on the 26™ of March 1898 and was
baptised in Rathmore Chapel.

He was the youngest of four brothers
" including, John, Paddy, Dan and Eugene and three
sisters, Mary, Margaret and Hannah. He attended the
local Hollymount National School. The home farm
went to John, then to his son Dan Joe and then to
Donal Dineen.

Because of the year of his birth he was
nicknamed “98” which turned out to be somewhat
prophetic in view of his participation another uprising,
inspired in part, by that of 1798 and the fact that he
died in similar circumstance to many of the insurgents
of ’98. Of course a major difference being that this
uprising was a success though he did not live to see it.

His older brother, Dan, married a Mrs.
Margaret Leahy (nee Ring) who lived in the townland
of Ivale (officially known as Brookpark) under the
south western shadow of Mushera. Mrs. Leahy’s first
husband, William, died one year later their marriage.
Mikie was in the habit of visiting his brother’s new
home to help out with the farmwork. Another brother,
Eugene, had a farm nearby in Ivale which made the
area almost a second home for him. With two locals,
John Howard and Denis Twomey he called very often
to the Kelleher family known as the ‘Farmers’ as all
three were keen to get acquainted with the three
Kelleher sisters, Elly, Maggie and Julia

He also got on very well with his brother’s
young stepson, Billy Leahy, who lived with his
daughter Mary, in Ballintona, Millstreet.

Like many of his age he got involved in the
fight for freedom after the General election of 1918
which resulted in an overwhelming vote for separation
from the UK. Like many others Mikie expected that
the result would be honoured by the government that
had claimed to have launched a world war for the
rights of national self-determination, “that small
nations might be free!”

He no doubt shared the anger that resulted
when this demand was denied and a military attempt
was made by the British Government to crush the

efforts to set up a separate government in this country.
He volunteered for military service and was a member
of the Kilcorney Company (Millstreet Battalion).

Because of the very sensible policy adopted by
him and his colleagues of not sharing information on
his activities with non-combatants there is a lack of
detailed information on his involvement in the war
which is especially true of people like him who did not
survive. Those who survived could tell their story but
he was not given that opportunity.

All the indications are that he was heavily
involved in the preparations for the successful ambush
of Auxiliaries at Rathcoole on 16 June 1921. He ‘cut
the roads’ with Con ‘Clem’ Kelleher from
Tooreenbane and a member of the Mushera Company.
‘Cutting the roads’ was the precaution taken some time
before an ambush of digging trenches across the roads
leading to the site of the planned ambush. In the case
of the Rathcoole Ambush being a Brigade action, there
was a decision to minimise the involvement of the
local IRA Companies directly so they could have
alibis for the inevitable follow-up by the Crown forces
in the local community.

After Rathcoole the Crown forces began the
most extensive and concentrated comb-out of an area
ever undertaken in the South on 23-24 June 1921.
Troops converged on Rathcoole from Buttevant,
Kanturk, Ballyvonaire, Ballincollig, Macroom,
Killarney and Tralee. See the Military’s Operational
map of the deployment of Crown forces for the
round up that resulted in Mikie’s killing, see pages 6
and 7. (From the Strickland papers in the Imperial War
Museum).

They cordoned off an area of about five square
miles from Rathcoole towards Mushera which had got
a reputation in the English press for being a training
ground for the Volunteers. It has since been known as
the Mushera Roundup and was a futile exercise as all
the Volunteers were safely away in their own areas.

The Auxiliaries were the main force involved.
Officially they were supposed to be an Auxiliary
police force to help the RIC and nominally under their
command. They were in fact an independent force and
all were high ranking officers demobilised after the
world war that Britain had begun by declaring war on



Germany in August 1914. That war had a brutalising
effect on most participants and these Auxiliaries had
that brutality in abundance. So much so that their first
Commander, Brigadier General Frank Crozier, had
resigned in February' 1921 in disgust at their
behaviour. Their torture and killing of Mikie Dineen
was good sample of this. They were paid £1 per day,
twice as much as the Tans who were mere
disorganised thugs by comparison. The Auxiliaries
were responsible for the burning of Cork and
afterwards sported burned corks on their tam-o-
shanters in celebration. They were disbanded in 1922
and many then joined the Palestinian Police force and
no doubt continued to behave in the same way towards
the Palestinians as they had done here.

On the way to Dineen’s they raided most
houses along the way and were accompanied by the
local RIC to point out who to look for. Sergeant
‘Spotty” Mulcahy from the Millstreet Barracks did the
honours for them on this occasion. They raided
Clement Kelleher’s house in Tooreenbane which had
a houseful of Volunteers led by Clement’s son, Con
‘Clem’ Kelleher. Clement Kelleher was a long
standing figure in public life and a prominent
‘O’Brienite’ or All-for-Ireland supporter, being Vice
Chairman of the Millstreet Branch. He had mortgaged
his farm at one point to save Kilcorney Creamery.
Even ‘Spotty’ had a lot of respect for him and gave
him an opportunity to forewarn his sons and Con in
particular who would undoubtedly have suffered the
same fate as Mikie Dineen if caught.

They called to Connell’s in Tooreenbane and
claimed that a picture on the wall of Daniel O’Connell
must be a Sinn Feiner and were considering whether
this was sufficient to take it out on the inhabitants.
They raided Lane’s cottage, smelling strongly of
alcohol and threatened to kill the owner if any guns
were found inside or outside the cottage. They raided
Bill Kelleher’s cottage next door and forced him to
make a fire and proceeded to kick him on the bare
soles of his feet as he did so and also threatened to kill
him if any guns were found inside or outside the
house. They helped themselves to some whiskey.

Billy Leahy recalled the 23" June 1921 and
being a Thursday it was customary to make butter on
that day in his house and he did so with Mikie on this
occasion. Mikie had been away most of the time since
the Rathcoole Ambush. He had stayed in a house in

Curraraigue on the night of the Ambush and arrived in
Ivale on the afternoon of the 23", He and the 10 year
old Billy got on well together and it was a happy and
relaxed time in the house and it was also the eve of the
local annual holiday, St. John’s day, and it was one of
the finest summers on record.

Billy recalled the lines of a song Mikie used to sing:

We tried it before in 98

We'll try it again boys, it’s never too late

We'll raise up our swords and sharpen our spears
And will die in the field with the Green Volunteers

They slept in the same bed that night and both
were awakened the following morning by loud
knocking and Dan Dineen was accosted by 2/3
Aucxiliaries when he opened the door. Bill Leahy
remembered the strong smell of alcohol from them.

Mikie Dineen was an obvious suspect being
the ‘right’ age and like many of the Dineens with the
right bearing at six feet three inches tall that would be
consistent with being a soldier. They had strong
suspicions about him. There was a curfew in force
with the requirement that all members of the
household have their names listed on the back of the
door. Mikie was probably not listed as he was visiting
this, his brother’s home. If so this would have
heightened their suspicions. He was interrogated as to
his movements  on the day of the Rathcoole ambush
and said that he was thinning turnips in the field beside
the house.

This was not true and his demeanour may have
indicated that this was not true. The Auxiliaries, with
the help of the RIC eventually convinced themselves
that he was not in bed all night and had therefore
broken the curfew and was most likely on active
service or training. That was enough for them.

Two of them ordered him away from the house
along a cow path towards the nearby ‘rea’ in
Tooreenbane. Three more watched from the road and
two more moved into positions further up the road.
After he had gone about thirty 30 yards the two
Auxiliaries fired at him several times and he ducked
the bullets. This was done to create the impression he
was running away. Then they hit him in the back and
the soft-nosed ‘dum-dum’ bullet went right through
him making a massive hole in his chest. This was the
designed effect of this type of bullet which expands on
impact. Billy Leahy remembered his roar of pain



which was also heard in the house and then more
bullets hit him.

Billy Leahy saw him lying flat on his back
with blood flowing down the cow path. The people in
the house were afraid to go near him in case the
Auxiliaries were in the mood to kill again. Billy ran
back to the house but was sent back on his own to
check that he was really dead. It was felt a child was
safer to do this than an adult,

The British authorities went through the
motions of an inquiry at Kanturk Workhouse on 28th
June and the two Auxiliaries who killed him, R. Taylor
and J. Trower, claimed he had assaulted them and tried
to disarm them and ran away and they shot him - the
standard excuse for shooting people in the back. The
inquiry concluded:

“Gunshot wounds in back and leg. The deceased
was shot during operations in a wild area a long
distange from the nearest mulitary centre. I
consequently forbade the Court to proceed to
view the body and to obtain further details at the
scene of death, as such action would have risked
lives unnecessarily. Col Commandant E.H. Willis
(Edward Henry Willis)”

(File reference: TNA: WO 35/149A/65)

These Auxiliaries were accosted on the road
afterwards by a brave young woman, Julia Lucey, a
retuned Yank, who berated them for what they had
done. She put her petticoat over the body. (She later
married Dominic Riordan).

Dan Dineen gave a statement about the killing
to the daily newspaper of the Irish Government the
Irish Bulletin, and it was published on 20th July:

The Torture and Murder of Michael Dineen.

occurrence).

(The following statement has a peculiar interest in that
neither the Press nor Dublin Castle ever reported this murder.
Such crimes on the part of the British forces have been so
numerous that eventually both the press and the public ceased
to be surprised at then, regarding them as normal incidente in
the daily life of the people. Dublin Castle,
involved in this horrific murder,

whose agents were
were careful to conceal its

Statement of Daniel Dineen. Ivale, Kilcorney.

About 7 a.m.

nmy brother, Michael,

I.R.A.,

him about Sinn Fein, etc,

said Michael,
men &5 me, "

We heard Michael shouting.

door was shut on us.
being beaten.
shooting my brother.
but he did not.

on Friday, June 24th.
and a policeman at a little distance from my house. I have
since ascertained that the policeman’s name was Dowd. I called
who was in bed.
was saying hig morning prayers when the Auxiliaries came in.
They questioned him and charged him with being in the Rathcoole
Ambush on the previous week, and with being an officer in the
all of which was untrue,
took him out of the house and one of them went to his
searched it and took some money. When this man came downstairs
he ordered my brother to be brought in again,
and said:
because you must be an officer inm the I.R.A."

I noticed some Auxiliaries

He got up and dressed, and

and which he denied. Then they

roon,

and questioned
"I am going to shoot you
"If you do,"

"I cant help 1t. I suppose Jou shot as 1innocent
He ordered Michael to be brought outside again,

My wife and I begged that Michael would not be shot, but the

We heard Michaol shouting as 1if he were
My step-son went out,

and he saw two Auxiliaries

He also heard them telling Michael to run.
My wife went out,

her she had better go into the house again, She heard a good
deal of firing as she returned to the house. Shortly afterwards

and three men in uniform told




they had shot my brother,
on him,

need make no report.

during the whole proceedings.

Terrible Wounds,

broken when he was beaten.
wounds,

brothers death.

two Auxiliaries came into the house,
that they had turned the machine-gun
and he ought to be dead by this.
him to one of the smsheds and put him in a coffin,
and said they would report the matter themselves,
The man who said this was the man who had
questioned Michael previously and who had taken the money. I
can identify that man. The policeman named Dowd was present

When T examined the body of my brother, Michael, I found that
one of his legs completely shattered at the knee.
wound or any mark of gunfire here,
His back was covered with bullet
and nearly all the blood was drained from his body.
There was & long cut in his vest,
breast, which I thought was caused by a bayonet.

I have never been asked to give evidence at any inquiry into my

and one of them told me
He told us to bring

and bury hinm,
and that I

There was no
so the leg must have been

and a large open wound in his

Daniel Dineén.
3rd. July 1921

(Signed)
Ivale,

Local members of Cumann na mBan, Nora
Sullivan from Glenleigh (sister of Humphrey and later
Sister Colmcille) and Teresa Sullivan from Laham
(later Mrs. Morgan Sweeney, Tooreenbane) collected
his mangled corpse and brought it back to the house in
a sheet with blood still dripping from it along the way
and flies were busy on such a hot day.

Nobody who witnessed the scene ever forgot
it. Jer Sheahan (Glenleigh), Paddy Buckley (Ivale),
Julia Lucey also helped as did Con and Denny ‘Clem’
Kelleher (Tooreenbane).

The Millstreet TRA were In a position to
avenge his death but deferred to Mrs. Dineen’s request
that one death was enough for that day. Mary Sullivan
(later Sister Patrick) ran to Banteer for the priest, Fr.
O’Sullivan, late P.P. in Clondrohid who anointed him.
Then his mother came from Cahirbarnagh.

Dan Dineen organised the wake in the house
on Friday and Saturday night. The coffin was made by
Corcorans in Minor Row for Den Buckley, the
undertaker. His body was shouldered from the house in
Ivale to the graveyard in Millstreet.

His funeral in Millstreet on Sunday, 26™ June
was attended by leading members of the Volunteers
though many were on the run. Sean Moylan had been
captured in another round-up on the 16" of May and
Paddy O’Brien had taken his place. He attended along
with Con Meaney, Sonny Meaney, Jerry Crowley,
Mattie Kelleher, Sean Healy, Patrick Healy, etc.

His funeral was a huge demonstration in
support of the fight for Independence and a great boost
to the morale of the Volunteers at the height of the
War and helped ensure the eventual victory. He 1s
buried in the graveyard adjoining Millstreet Church.

His mother later made a claim for
compensation against the Auxiliaries and Billy Leahy
as the only witness to the killing gave evidence at the
Courthouse in Cork. She was awarded about £300.
This was little consolation for the brutal killing of a

brave, unassuming and fun loving son in the prime of
his life.

He deserves to be commemorated and
honoured, like so many others, for the price he paid to
achieve the political independence we enjoy today.

Jack Lane, 2020
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(Cahirbarnagh)

Mary
Dan
Fred
Nell

DINEEN FAMIL

/ 4 4

(The Bower)

Michael*
John*
Paddy
Dan Joe
Mary

* (twins)

Mikic
Mamie
Madge
Jer
Nonie
Hannie

(Prohus)

Michael Dineen + Mary O’Connor

(Cahirbarnagh)

(Toorbona)

Timothy
Julia
Michael
Mary
Hannah
Jack
Dan
Bridgid
Jim
Andy

Mary+Jim O’Sullivan / John+Kate O'Mahony /' Paddy+Mary Anne Murphy / Margaret+Daniel O’Riordan / Hannah+John Ring /
(Cahirbarnagh)

John
Cathy
Patrick

Eugene+Kit Barrett / Dan+Margaret Leahy, (nec Ring)

(Ivale) (Ivale)
Billy Leahy
Mamie Mary
Angie Mikie
Mikie Tony
Peggy Peggy
Dick Nora Bridgid (Una)
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Some other publications from
the Aubane Historical Society:

https://aubanehistorical;ociety.org/

* The Forged "Irish Bulletin" by Jack Lane
* Sean Moylan: in his own words. His memoir of the Irish War of Independence
* The Burning of Cork; an eyewitness account by Alan J. Ellis with other items
* An Answer to Revisionists, Eamon O Cuiv and others launch Sean Moylan’s Memoir
* England’s Care For The Truth—by one who knows both by Roger Casement
* A Narrative History of Ireland/Stair Sheanchas Eireann by Micheal O Siochfhradha
* The Origins and Organisation of British Propaganda in Ireland 1920 by Brian P. Murphy, OSB
* Sean O’Hegarty, O/C 1st Cork Brigade IRA by Kevin Girvin
* Fianna Fail and the Decline of the Free State by Brendan Clifford
* Myths from Easter 1916 by Eoin Neeson
* Troubled History: A 10th anniversary critique of Peter Hart’s ‘The IRA and its
Enemies’ by Brian P. Murphy OSB, Niall Meehan, Ruan O’Donnell
* The Poems of Geoffrey O’Donoghue by John Minahane
* Aislingi/Vision Poems by Eoghan Ruadh O’Siilleabhain translated by Pat Muldowney
* Déanta/Poems by Eoghan Ruadh O’Siilleabhain translated by Pat Muldowney
* Piarais Feiritéir: Danta/Poems, with Translations by Pat Muldowney
*Aubane versus Oxford: a response to Professor Roy Foster and Bernard O'Donoghue
*Around the Cork-Kerry Border — recalling the Rambling House by Dan Cronin.
* Gofraidh Fionn O Dalaigh, Poems to the English- Din na nGall with translations by John Minahane
* An Argument Defending the Right of the Kingdom of Ireland (1645) by Conor O’Mahony. First Publication
in English, translated and intrqduced by John Minahane
* The ‘Bard’- Sean Riobaird O Stilleabhiin by Barry Keane
* The ‘Cork Free Press’ In The Context Of The Parnell Split: The Restructuring of
Ireland, 1890-1910. Brendan Clifford
* Elizabeth Bowen: “Notes On Eire”. Espionage Reports to Winston Churchill, 1940-42;W ith
a Review of Irish Neutrality in WW II, by Jack Lane & B. Clifford
* Kilmichael: the false surrender. A discussion by Peter Hart, Padraig O Cuanachain,
D.R. O°Connor Lysaght, Dr. Brian Murphy and Meda Ryan with Why the Ballot was
followed by the Bullet by J. Lane and B. Clifford
* Thomas Davis, by Charles Gavan Duffy
* Extracts from ‘The Nation’, 1842-44
* Irish Bulletin, A full reprint of newspaper of Dail Eireann giving war reports. Published so far: Volume 1,
12th July 1919 to Ist May 1920; Volume 2, 3rd May 1920 to 31st August 1920; Volume 3, 1st September 1920
to Ist January 1921; Volume 4, 3rd January 1921 -31 May 1921.

Orders: jacklaneaubane@hotmail.com
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